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PURPOSETo make the accurate execution of works achievable without entailing any dislocation and joint 
gap among flooring members. 

CONSTITUTION:Flooring F is made up of stacking a wood flooring subject 1 on a flexible base material 2 
with moderate elasticity into unification, and a female tongue 4 with a horizontal projecting part, whose lower 
half part is formed at an end of this flexible base material 2, is formed in the end face side on one side in both 
front and rear end faces being parallelled with each other in this flooring F. Likewise a male tongue 5 with an 
elastic layer formed by a part of the flexible base material 2 on an underside is formed at the end face side on 
the other and it is accustomedly deformed at a section consisting of a part of the flexible base material 2 
where both these tongues 4 and 5 are made contact with each other, while the extent of their frictional 
resistance is increased, thereby preventing any dislocation and joint gap from occurring. In addition, both 
female and male engaging body parts 6 and 7 are formed on double side end faces in parallel with each 
other, and an upward opening's engaging groove part installed in the female engaging body part 6 and a 
downward engaging projection strip installed in the male engaging body part 7 both are formed with a part of 
the flexible base material 2 and workability is improved by the running-in deformation of both of them and 
simultaneously any joint gap is prevented from occurring by means of an engagement between the groove 
part and the projection strip. 
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Title of the Invention: floor Material for Construction 
[Abstract] 

[Object) To provide directly-laid floor material capable of 
h igh-precision installation without gaps occurring between 
floor material pieces* 
[ < Configuration ) 

Floor material F is formed by main wood-quality floor 
material pieces being integrally adhered onto a flexible 
base material 2 having an appropriate degree of elasticity, 
wherein one of the front and rear edge planes and both side 
edge planes comprises a groove 4 having a horizontal 
protrusion portion 4c with the lower half portion thereof 
bring formed of the edge portion of the above flexible base 
material 2, and the other edge surface comprises a tongue 5 
hiving an elastic layer 5d formed of the edge portion of the 
aiove flexible base material 2 on the lover surface thereof, 
aid wherein a portion made up of a part of the flexible base 
material 2 of the tongue-and-groove 4 and 5 mutually coming 
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into contact deforms in a conforming manner while increasing 
friction resistance so as to prevent occurrence of shifting 
a id gaps, and further comprising a male-female engaging 
portion 6 and 7 at both mutually parallel side edge planes, 
with an upward-opening engaging groove portion 6d provided 
oh the female engaging portion 6 and a downward-facing 
engaging protrusion portion 7c provided on the male engaging 
portion 7 being formed of a portion of the flexible base 
material 2 so as to improve ease of installation by the 
confirming deformation of both, and preventing occurrence of 
gaps by the engaging of .the groove 6d and protrusion 7c. 
[Claims] 

1, Floor material for construction comprising floorboards 
firmed by a flexible base material having an appropriate 
de gree of elasticity being integrally adhered to the lower 
sxrface of main wood-quality floor material pieces shaped 
si ch that the front and rear edge planes and both side edge 
planes are each mutually formed as parallel edge planes , 
wterein one of said front and rear edge planes and both side 
edge planes have a tongue-and-groove with a groove and a 
tcngue formed thereto, and the other has a male-female 
engaging portion comprising: a female engaging portion with 
a horizontal engaging protrusion formed at the lower half 
portion of one edge portion side by cutting away the upper 
half portion thereof in an L-shaped cross-sectional form/ 



- 3 - 



with an engaging groove portion parallel with the tip plane 
or said protrusion provided thereto , wherein said flexible 
bkse material is exposed at the base plane of this engaging 
groove portion at least; and a male engaging portion with an 
upper horizontal engaging protrusion formed at the upper 
half portion of the other edge portion side by cutting away 
t ie lower half portion thereof so as to be capable of 
engaging said horizontal engaging protrusion at the one side, 
with formation capable of engaging said engaging groove 
p ortion being provided to the lower plane of said horizontal 
e lgaging protrusion, wherein the lower end side is formed of 
a portion of said flexible base material. 
2. Floor material for construction according to Claim 1, 
wierein, regarding said male-female engaging portion > an 
u >per side protrusion portion formed of the upper edge 
portion of said main wood-quality floor material piece is 
provided above the horizontal engaging protrusion, portion of 
said female engaging portion at a protrusion length that is 
shorter than that of said horizontal engaging protrusion 
portion, with a horizontal fitting groove formed between 
tliese upper and lower protrusion portions, while the tip 
upper portion of the horizontal engaging protrusion portion 
o;T said male engaging portion is notched in an l»-shaped 
cross-sectional form so as to form a fitting stepped portion 
having a shape capable of fitting with said upper side 



protrusion portion and a horizontal protrusion portion 
having a form to which said horizontal fitting groove can be 

inserted and fit. 

Floor material for construction according to Claim 1, 
wherein, regarding said male-female engaging portion, said 
fLale engaging portion is provided with an engaging groove 
portion on the upper plane of the horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion so as to form a upwards-facing 1,-shaped 
cross-sectional form, and said male engaging portion retains 
an engaging protrusion portion capable with fitting with 
sjiid engaging groove on the lower plane of the horizontal 
engaging protrusion portion thereof so as to form a 
downwards -facing L-shaped cross-sectional form. 
[Detailed Description of the Invention] 

[(001] 

[industrial Field of the Invention! The present invention 
relates to floor material for construction, suitable for 
ii stalling by directly placing upon sub-floors formed of 
plywood or particle board, reinforced concrete sub-floors, 
03. floors, and other such flat sub-floors, without using 
aches ive agents. 
[<002] 

[rescript ion of the Related art] Conventionally, methods 
are widely employed for installing floor material on a sub- 
f: oor that involve using uneven fiber or sheet cushioning 



material applied to the lower surface of rectangular plain 
wood boards or plywood flooring material to improve 
absorbing, adhesion, and soundproofing , wherein these 

oorboards are applied to the sub-floor using an adhesive 
aient, bat not only does the task of applying the adhesive 
a<fent and so forth complicate the job r there is also the. 
problem in that fixing the floor material integrally to the 
sub-fldor makes the task of replacing the floor material 
difficult. 
[(1003] 

Accordingly , the present Applicant has developed a 
d: xectly-lain floor material as described in Japanese Patent 
Application Ho. 5-152604. This floor material is arranged 
such that, as shown in Pig. 3 through Pig. 11 r a flexible 
bc se material B Is integrally applied to the lower surface 
oj! wood-quality main floor material A, the flexible base 
material B having an appropriate elasticity wherein the 
product of the relative density and thickness thereof is 
greater than that of the wood-quality main floor material A, 
wherein a groove portion C is provided to one end portion 
wlere a long and short edge are adjacent at right angles, 
ard a tongue portion D is provided to the other end portion , 
with the center of gravity of the floor material located 
within the flexible base material B so that the entire 
floorboard deforms to meet the form of the sub-floor, thus 
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absorbing unevenness ia the sub-floor surface and preventing 
floorboards from floating up off of the sub-floor , and from 
creaking. 
[0004] 

[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

However, with such a structure, there has been a 
problem in that, with the floor material installed on the 
sub-floor surface , the tongue-and-groove portions C and D of 
neighboring floor material pieces are only fit by being 
abutted, so in the event that slippage occurs between the 
fj.oor material pieces due to walking, earthquakes, etc., of 
in the event that the floor material pieces themselves 
ejpand or shrink due to absorption or release of humidity 
and so forth , the tongue-and-groove portions move in 
directions so as to be distanced one from another and gaps 
aipear at the position that the tongue-and-groove portions 
are abutted, meaning that a floor with good precision could . 
net be obtained. 
[(005] 

occurrence of such gaps can be prevented by attaching 
restricting meabers such as hooks or the like capable of 
mitually retaining the opposing edge portions of the floor 
material pieces, but with such an arrangements there are 
problems in that fitting of the restricting members one to 
ai other may not go smoothly at the time of installation, 
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there may be unevenniess between the upper surfaces of the 
engaged restricting members , the restricting members make 
noise by coming into contact with one another, and further , 
the task of attaching restricting members to the main floor 
material pieces is troublesome to the extent of not being 
suitable for mass production. It is an object of the 
present invention to provide a floor material for 
construction that is capable of thoroughly solving such 
problems. 
[<006] 

[1 leans for Solving the Problems] In order to achieve the 
alove object, the floor material for construction according 
to' the present invention comprises floorboards formed by a 
flexible base material having an appropriate degree of 
elasticity being Integrally adhered to the lower surface of- 
m;in wood-quality floor material pieces shaped such that the 
front and rear edge planes and both side edge planes are 
each mutually formed as parallel edge planes, wherein one of 
tie front and rear edge planes and both side edge planes 
tuve a tongue- a nd-groove with a groove, and a tongue formed 
tlereto, and the other has a male-female engaging portion 
comprising; a female engaging portion with a horizontal 
ei gaging protrusion formed at the lower half portion of one 
ecge portion side by cutting away the upper half portion 
ttereof in an L-shaped cross-sectional form, with an 
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engaging groove portion parallel with the tip plane of the 
protrusion provided thereto, wherein the flexible base 
material is exposed at the base plane of this engaging 
groove portion at least; and a male engaging portion with an 
upper horizontal engaging protrusion formed at the upper 
hJJ.£ portion of the other edge portion side by cutting away 
tlie lover half portion thereof so as to be capable of 
engaging the horizontal engaging protrusion at the one side, 
w:,th formation capable of engaging the engaging groove 
pcrtion being provided to the lower plane of the horizontal 
ei gaging protrusion, wherein the lower end side is formed of 
a portion of the flexible base material. 
[C007] 

Also, with the floor material for construction 
described in Claim 2, regarding the male* female engaging 
pcrtion, an upper side protrusion portion formed of the 
u|per edge portion of the main wood-quality floor material 
piece is provided above the horizontal engaging protrusion 
pcrtion of the female engaging portion at a protrusion 
length that is shorter than that of the horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion, with a horizontal fitting groove formed 
between these upper and lower protrusion portions, while the 
tip upper portion of the horizontal engaging protrusion 
portion of the male engaging portion is notched in an L- 
shaped cross-sectional form so as to for© a fitting stepped 
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portion having a shape capable of fitting with the upper 

ide protrusion portion and a horizontal protrusion portion 
having a form to which the horizontal fitting groove can be 
inserted and fit. 
[<fo08] 

Further, with the floor material for construction 
described in claim 3, regarding the male- female engaging 
portion, the female engaging portion is provided with an 

I gaging groove portion on the upper plane of the horizontal 
engaging protrusion portion so as to form a upwards -facing 
reshaped cross-sectional form, and the male engaging portion 
retains an engaging protrusion portion capable with fitting 



th the engaging groove on the lower plane of the 



w: 

hcri2ontal engaging protrusion portion thereof so as to form 
a downwards -facing L-shaped cross-sectional form. 
[d0Q9] 
tqperationj 

Flexible base material having an appropriate degree of 
elasticity is integrally applied to the lower surface of the 
majin wood-quality floor material pieces, so that when 
installed on a sub-floor, the entire floorboard deforms to 
mqet the form of the sub- floor/ thus absorbing unevenness in 
ttie sub- floor surface and preventing floorboards from 
floating up off of the sub-floor and from creaking, 
resulting in a situation suitable for walking- 
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0010J 

Further, at one or the other of the mutually parallel 
fjroixt and rear edge planes and side edge planes , a female 
e igaging portion is formed of a horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion provided with an engaging groove on the 
u >per surface of the lower portion of one end portion, and a 
utile engaging portion is formed of a horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion provided with an engaging protrusion 
ejected on the lower surface of the upper portion of the 
o^her end portion, so at the time of connecting the two by 
placing the horizontal engaging protrusion portion of one 
floor material piece on top of the horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion of another floor material piece, the 
horizontal engaging protrusion portion of the female 
ei gaging portion with at least the lower half thereof formed 
of the flexible base material is compressed and deformed by 
tie pressing of the horizontal engaging protrusion portion 
oi the male engaging portion, so both are engaged smoothly, 
ttereby improving ease of installation, and further, the 
engaging protrusion portion of the horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion at the upper side fits with the engaging 
gzoove portion of the horizontal engaging protrusion portion 
at! the lower side, thereby restricting movement in 
directions of being distanced one from another, so gaps do 



no 



t appear between the edges of the floor material. 
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[poll] 

Also, tiie flexible base material is exposed at the base 
jjLane of the engaging groove portion, and at least the lower 
eid portion of the protrusion fitting to this engaging 
groove portion also is formed of the flexible base material, 
so offsets or gaps between the floor material pieces can be 
absorbed by the deformation of both, and contact noise at 
the time of walking can also be prevented • The horizontal 
engaging protrusion portions having such engaging grooves or 
ptotrusion can be formed by cutting or grinding, and there 
,Ls no need to attach separate engaging metal pieces, so 
patpductivity increases • 
C9012] 

Further* regarding the tongue-and-groove provided at 
bdth edge planes coming into contact with the horizontal 
er gaging protrusion portion side at right angles, the lower 
half portion of the groove is formed of the flexible base 
material, while an elastic layer formed of the upper edge 



PC 



rtion of the flexible base material is provided at the 



lower plane of the tongue, thereby allowing the deformation 
ofl the tongue-and-groove to absorb offsets or gaps between 
thje floor material pieces and contact noise at the time of 
walking can be prevented, and further, the friction 
resistance between the two increases so there is the 
advantage that slippage does not occur easily. 
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[<}013] 

Further , as described in Claim 2, with an arrangement 
vtterein an upper side protrusion portion formed of the upper 
ecge portion of the main wood^guality floor material piece 
±4 provided above the horizontal engaging protrusion portion 
olf the female engaging portion at a protrusion length that 
is shorter than that of the horizontal engaging protrusion 
pert ion, with a horizontal fitting groove formed between 
tiese upper and lover protrusion portions, while the tip 
ufper portion of -the horizontal engaging protrusion portion 
, ol the male engaging portion is notched in an L-shaped 
czoss-sectlonal form so as to form a fitting stepped portion 
having a shape capable of fitting with the upper side 
protrusion portion and a horizontal protrusion portion 
having a form to which the horizontal fitting groove can be 
inserted and fit, vertical movement is restricted by the 
neighboring floorboard fitting with the horizontal 
protrusion portion and fitting groove, and further, the 
horizontal protrusion portion is elastically pressed upwards 
by the flexible base material on the bottom surface side of 
the fitting groove, so the engagement of both is carried out 
in a sure manner, thus enabling precise floor installation. 
I0D14J 

As described in Claim 3, regarding the male-female 
engaging portion, with an arrangement wherein the female 
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engaging portion is provided with an engaging groove portion 
oii the upper plane of the horizontal engaging protrusion 
portion so as to form a upwards-facing L-shaped cross- 
sectional form , and the male engaging portion retains an 
ei gaging protrusion portion capable with fitting with the 
er .gaging groove on the lower plane of the horizontal 
ei gaging protrusion portion thereof so as to form a 
dc wnwards-f acing L-shaped cross-sectional form, vertical 
movement is restricted at one side edge plane where the 
t< ngue-and-groove is formed, and separation of the floor 
material pieces one from another is prevented by the tongue- 
aid-groove engaging portion formed at the other edge plane, 
aid also the tongue-and-groove engaging portion only 
requires vertical fitting, and thus can be easily installed. 
(C015) 

[Embodiments] 

Describing an embodiment of the present invention with 
reference to the drawings, reference numeral 1 denotes a 
main wood-quality floor material piece of a rectangular 
shape having a certain width and length, formed singularly 
of 3 to 7 ply plywood, particle board, MDF," or other like 
wcod-guality boards having relative density of 0.5 to 0.9, 
or of a combination thereof, with a flexible base material 2 
having the same shape and an appropriate degree of 
elasticity applied to the lower surface thereof, thus 
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farming floor material F» incidentally/ while the size of 

tie main wood-quality floor material piece is not 

p trticularly restricted, to give an example , the length in 

tie short direction is 50 to 300 mm/ the length in the long 

d xection is 600 to 1800 mm, and the thickness is 3 to 9 mm, 

tins forming a rectangular plate. 

[0016J 

on the other hand, while the type of the flexible base 
material 2 is not particularly restricted, vinyl chloride - 
resin, urethane resin, chloroplene, butyl, and other such 
'synthetic rubber resins, polyester resin, or various types 
oil recycled plastics, and the like can be used, and further, 
tuavy powder such as calcium carbonate, silica, alumina, 
carbon black, metal powder, metal oxide powder or the like 
i: appropriately mixed into these resins, so that the 
flexible base material 2 has a relative density of 1.0 or 
gi eater and greater than the main wood-guality floor 
material 1, and preferably formed as a high-relative-density 
bsse material with a relative density 1.5 times or more than 
that of the main wood-quality floor material piece 1, so 
tlat even in the event that the bending Young's coefficients* 
oi the main wood-quality floor material piece 1 are 
irregular, the flexible base material 2 itself can provide 
bending elasticity with its own weight in a sure manner - 
[0017] 



- 15 - 



is 
tl 



Further, the thickness of this flexible base material 2 
set at 3 -to 10 mm, and the projduct of this thickness and 
e above relative density is made so as to be greater than 



tie product of the thickness and 
uuin wood-quality floor material 
tte floor material F by situating 
within the flexible base material 
regarding the adhesive agent usedj 
q* 



the relative density of the 
piece 1, thereby forming 
the center of gravity 
2. Incidentally, 
between the main wood- 



acrylic resin, and so forth. 



the main wood-quality floor 
cutting instrument every 



ality floor material piece 1 anjd the flexible base 
material 2, adhesive agents which retain flexibility even 
alter hardening, such as polyurethane, vinyl urethane, vinyl 
icetate, ethylene vinyl acetate, 
C0|018J 

Also, cut grooves 3 traversing the width direction have 
be/en cut in the lower surface of 
material piece 1 by a saw or like 

10| to 100 mm. The depth of the cut grooves 3 is made to bo 
1/13 or less of the thickness of the main wood-quality floor 
material piece 1 from the lower surface of the main wood- 
quality floor material piece 1 (the surface of adhesion with 
th|e flexible base material 2) upwards, the bending rigidity 
is reduced to the remaining 2/3 to the third power, i.e., to 
B/|27 or less, so these grooves 3, 3... provide the main 
wo ad-quality floor material piece 1 with flexibility and 
also reduces weight. Incidentally, cutting the cut grooves 
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too deep may result in the main wood-guality floor 
mhterial piece 1 breaking at the cut grooves 3, so the depth 
is preferably 3/4 or less of the thickness of the main wood- 
qjiality floor material piece 1. 
[p013] 

At the front and rear edge planes and both side edge 
planes each forming mutually parallel sides of the floor 
material F, tongue-and~grooves 4 and 5 are formed at the 
t: ront and rear edge planes of the mutually parallel long 
s:.des as shovn in Fig. 2, while the male-female engaging 
, portions S and 7 are each formed at both side edge planes of 
the mutually parallel short sides as shown in Fig. 3. 
Incidentally, the male- female engaging portions 6 and 7 may 
b<! formed at the front and rear edge planes, and the tongue- 
aid-grooves 4 and 5 at both side edge planes. 
[C020] 

Describing the construction of the above tongue-and- 
giooves 4 and 5 and male-female engaging portions 6 and 7 
mere specifically, the groove portion 4 is made up of a 
gxoove 4 a which has been formed by engraving a portion of a 
certain thickness at the center of the front edge plane of 
tte floor material F to a certain depth from the front edge 
plane side inwards over the entire length thereof , thus 
opening toward the front direction, and at the upper and 
lover protrusion portions 4b and 4c protruding forwards from 



the depth-wise bottom of this groove 4a , the upper 
protrusion portion 4b is formed of a portion of the main 
rood-quality floor material piece 1 and the front edge 
portion is cut away by a predetermined width so as to 
sliorten the protrusion length of formation of the protrusion 
pcrtion 4b, and the protrusion portion 4c is formed of a 
portion of the flexible base material 2, having a structure 
vlerein the flexible material is exposed at the lower 
pc rtion of the bottom plane of the groove 4a • 
[(021] 

The tongue portion 5 is formed by forming a step 
pcrtion 5a having the same cross-sectional form as the upper 
protrusion portion 4b of the above groove 4 by notching the 
rear edge of the main wood-quality floor material piece 1 of 
tie floor material F in an L-shape over the entire length 
tlereof, and by forming a fitting space portion 5b having 
tie same cross-sectional form as the lower protrusion 
pcrtion 4c of the above groove 4 by notching the rear edge 
oi the flexible base material 2 in a reverse-JO-shape over 
tie entire length thereof , thereby forming a protrusion 
pcrtion 5c having a form capable of fitting into the groove 
4a of the groove 4, between the step 5a and the fitting 
sjace portion 5b , i*e-, at the center portion of the fear 
ecge plane of the floor material F* The width of the lower 
surface of this protrusion portion 5c is formed wider than 



- 18 - 



he 
wc 



he 
ar 



tie side of the upper surface side r and an elastic layer 5d 
formed of the upper edge portion of the flexible, base 
material 2 reserved at the time of notching the engaging 
space portion 5b is formed on the lower surface* 
[9022] 

As shown in Fig- 3, regarding the female engaging 
portion 6, the. upper half portion of one side of the floor 
material F is notched in an L-shaped cross-sectional form 
over the entire width thereof and the center portion is 
be red to an appropriate depth in the length direction over, 
tie entire width thereof, thereby forming a horizontal 
ex gaging protrusion portion 6a formed of the edge portion of 
tile flexible base material 2 on the lover side, a protrusion 
rtion 6b having a shorter protrusion length than the 
rlzontal engaging protrusion portion 6a formed of the main 
od-guality floor material piece 1 on the upper side 
tlereof, and a horizontal fitting groove 6c opened in the 
rlzontal direction at the center portion thereof. Further , 
engaging groove portion 6d is engraved to an appropriate 
ddpth so as to open facing upwards on the center portion of 
the upper surface of the lower horizontal engaging 
pxatrusion portion 6a at the part which is not covered by 
the upper protrusion portion 6b, in a manner parallel to the 
edge plane thereof, over the entire width. 
[0023J 
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Regarding the male engaging portion 7 , the other lower 
hhlf portion of the floor material F is notched in a 
r avers e-L-shaped cross-sectional form so as to leave a 
portion of the flexible base material 2, thereby forming a 
downward- facing step portion 7a having a cross-sectional 
form to which the lower side horizontal engaging protrusion 
portion 6a is capable of fitting to, and a horizontal 
engaging protrusion portion 7b formed of the other edge 
portion of the main wood-quality floor material piece 1 
protruding from the side edge plane of the step portion 7a, 
and forming out of a part of the flexible base material 2 
,lsft remaining at the time of the above notching at the 
center portion of the lower surface of this horizontal 
engaging protrusion portion 7b, an engaging protrusion 
portion 7c having the same cross-sectional form as the 
ei gaging groove portion 6d provided to the lower horizontal 
ex gaging protrusion portion 6a on the one side edge portion, 
at a position so as to be capable of fitting with the 
ex gaging groove 6d. Further r the tip upper portion of the 
horizontal engaging protrusion portion 7b is notched in an 
L- shaped cross-sectional .form so as to form a fitting step 
pcrtion 7d having a form capable of fitting with the upper 
protrusion 6b at the above one side edge portion , and a 
horizontal protrusion 7e having a form capable of insertion 
to and fitting with the horizontal fitting groove portion 6c. 
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[j)024] 

In order to install the floor material F thus 
configured on the sub-floor, the floor material pieces F and 

are laid in the length direction by sequentially linking 
tie male-female engaging portions S and 7 formed on the edge 
portion of the short side as shown in Fig. 5, and are laid 
in the side direction by sequentially linking the tongue- 
ax id-groove 4 and 5 at the front and rear edge planes as 
si own in Fig. 4. 
[<02S] 

At the time of tbis installing, when linking the male- 
female engaging portions 6 and 7 of opposing floor material 
pi eces F and F, the lower horizontal engaging protrusion 
pcrtion 6a of the female engaging portion 6 is formed of 
flexible base material 2 having an appropriate degree of 
elasticity, so abutting the floor material F to be laid next 
acainst the female engaging portion 6 of the floor material 
F laid before, with the male engaging portion 7 facing 
downwards, the tip of the horizontal engaging protrusion 
pcrtion 7b of the male engaging portion 7 comes into contact 
with the upper surface of the lower horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion 6a and compresses the engaging protrusion 
portion 6a in an elastic manner, and pushing the floor 
material F forwards while gradually laying it down in the 
horizontal direction causes the horizontal protrusion 7e of 
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the male engaging portion 7 to be smoothly inserted and fit 
into the horizontal fitting groove portion 6c of the female 
engaging portion 6 and also the engaging protrusion portion 
7<: to fit into the engaging groove 6d, so that the floor 
material pieces F and F are restricted regarding vertical 
nurvement by the engaging of the horizontal protrusion 7e and 
the fitting groove portion 6c , and the upper plane of the 
horizontal protrusion 7e is pressed against the upper inner 
surface of the engaging groove portion 6a by the elastic 

force of the lower horizontal engaging protrusion portion 6a, 

* 

whereby the floor material pieces F and F can be laid as a 

s:ngle plane without offset. 

[(026] 

Further, the engaging protrusion portion 7c fits into 
ti e engaging groove 6d opening upwards , so that the floor 
mi terial pieces F and F are restricted regarding movement in 
the separating directions, and occurrence of gaps can be 
prevented, and further, the friction between the engaging 
protrusion portion 6a of the female engaging portion 6 
formed of the flexible base material 2 and the engaging 
piotrusion portion 7b of the male engaging portion 7 is 
gieat, so the floor material F does not shift easily. 
[(0271 

Also, regarding the fitting of the tongue-and-groove 4 
aid 5 of the floor material pieces F and F, the lower 
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horizontal protrusion portion 4c of the groove 4 is formed 
of the edge of the flexible base material 2, so fitting of 
tie tongue 5 is performed smoothly and the upper surface of 
t ic protrusion 5c of the tongue 5 is pressed against the 
u>per inner surface of the groove 4a of the groove 4 due to 
t le elastic force of the lower horizontal protrusion portion 
4 <: such that the upper face of the floor material pieces F 
a id F are held in a flat state, and an elastic layer 5d 
formed from the remaining part of the flexible base material 
2 is provided to the bottom surface of the protrusion 
pArtion 5c of the tongue 5 so the friction between the 
/ tungue-and-groove 4 and 5 increases even more, powerfully 
restricting shifting In the. forward /backward and right /left 
d: xections . 
[( 028] 

Thus, the floor material F is sequentially laid on a 
sib- floor without using nails or adhesive agent, so as to 
configure a floor, and even in the event that there is 
be wing or warping of the main wood-quality floor material 1, 
tie product of the relative density and the thickness of the 
flexible base material 2 is made to be greater than that of 
the main wood-quality floor material 1 and a great number of 
cut grooves of an appropriate depth are provided from the 
lower surface of the main wood-quality floor material 1 in 
the upwards direction, so the weight of the flexible base 
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mtterial 2 overcomes the rigidity of the main wood-quality 
f Loor material 1 and the main wood-quality floor material 1 
follows the deformation of the flexible base material 2. 
Ttat is, the floorboards themselves have the function of 
solf-correeting to a form following the sub-floor surface, 
without any forced form correction by external force to 
cnuse the entire floorboards to follow the sub- floor surface. 
[(028) 

Accordingly, at the time of laying the floor material F 
oil the sub-floor, the entire floor material deforms 
according to the form of the sub- floor surface * thereby 
.absorbing unevenness in the sub-floor surface, and doing 
a* ay with floating off of the sub-floor surface and with 
creaking so as to be suitable for walking, and further, the 
ecge planes of the floor material pieces are joined in a 
sxre manner, enabling precise installation. 
[C030] 

With the floor material F shown in the above embodiment, 
tfce horizontal engaging protrusion portion 6a and the 
engaging protrusion portion 7c of the male-female engaging 
portions 6 and 7 are formed of the flexible base material 2, 
but an arrangement may be made such as shown in Fig. 6 
vterein the upper layer portion of the horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion 6a is formed as a part of the main wood- 
quality floor material 1 and the lower portion of the 
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engaging protrusion portion 7c is formed of the flexible 
base material 2 such that the flexible base material 2 is 
samewhat thinner , or as in Fig, 7 wherein a flexible base 
miterial 2 thicker than the main wood-guality floor material 
1 is used so as to form the lower layer portion of the 
horizontal engaging protrusion portion 7b of the male 
eigaging portion 7 of a portion of the flexible base 
miterial 2. To summarize, forming at least the groove 
bottom portion of the engaging groove 6d and the tip portion 
o:f the engaging protrusion portion 7c (the lover edge 
portion) of the male-female engaging portions 6 and 7 from 
t ie flexible base material 2 satisfies the present invention. 
[0031] 

Also, regarding the form of the male- female engaging 
portions 6 and 7, as with Claim 3 shown in Pig- 8, at the 
m; le- female engaging portions, the female engaging portion 6 
i: provided with an engaging groove portion 62 on the upper 
sirface of the horizontal engaging protrusion portion 61 and 
ii formed in an upwards-facing i-shaped cross-sectional form r 
ard the male engaging portion 7 leaves an engaging 
piotrusion portion 72 capable of fitting with the engaging 
gxoove portion 62 on the lower surface of the horizontal 
eigaging protrusion portion 71 and is formed in an 
dcwnwards-facing L-shaped cross-sectional form, with other 
constructions being the same as with the above embodiment- 
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Ai .so, the floor material F has been shown as a flat 
rectangular shape, but may be a square instead. 
[0032] 

[1 advantages] According to the floor material for 
c< instruction according to the present invention as described 
above, a flexible base material having an appropriate degree 
ol: elasticity is integrally adhered to the lower surface of 
train wood-guality floor material, so at the time of laying 
tie floor material on the sub-floor, the flexible base 
arterial deforms according to the form of the sub-floor 
strface, thereby absorbing unevenness in the sub-floor 
strfaee, and doing away with floating off of the sub-floor 
srrface and with creaking so as to be suitable for walking. 
1(033] 

Further, at one or the other of the mutually parallel 
front and rear edge planes and side edge planes, a female 
ex gaging portion is formed, of a horizontal engaging 
piotruslon portion provided with an engaging groove on the 
ujper surface of the lower portion of one end portion, and a 
male engaging portion is formed of a horizontal engaging 
pxotrusion portion provided with an engaging protrusion 
elected on the lower surface of the upper portion of the 
other end portion, so at the time of connecting the two by 
placing the horizontal engaging protrusion portion of one 
floor material piece on top of the horizontal engaging 



protrusion portion of another floor material piece, the 
harizontal engaging protrusion portion of the female 

agaging portion is compressed and deformed by the pressing 
o E the horizontal engaging protrusion portion of the other 

Lece of floor material to be laid, so both are engaged 
smoothly, thereby improving installation, and further, the 
engaging protrusion portion of the horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion at the upper side fits with the engaging 
g::oove portion of the horizontal engaging protrusion portion 
mi', the lower side, thereby restricting movement of the floor 
material pieces in directions of being distanced one from 
another, so gaps between. the edges of the floor material can 
be done away with.- 
[(034] 

Also, the flexible base material is exposed at the base 
plane of the engaging groove portion, and at least the lower 
eid portion of the protrusion fitting to this engaging 
groove portion also is formed of the flexible base material, 
a< offsets or gaps between the floor material pieces can be 
aisorbed by the deformation of both, contact noise at the 
time of walking can also be prevented, and the friction of 
bcth is great enough to prevent shifting in the groove 
direction, so installation can be made with good precision. 
Moreover, the horizontal engaging protrusion portions having 
evch engaging grooves or protrusions can be formed by 
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cutting or grinding, so there is no need to attach separate 

engaging metal pieces, and productivity increases. 

[(035) 

Also, regarding the tongue-and-groove provided at both 
e< ge planes coming into contact with the horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion side at right angles, the lower half 
pcrtion of the groove is formed of the flexible base 
material, while an elastic layer formed of the upper edge 
pc rtion of the flexible base material is provided at the 
lewer plane of the tongue/ thereby allowing the deformation 
oi the tongue- and-groove to dp away with offsets or gaps 
, be tween the floor material pieces and contact noise at the 
tiue of walking can be prevented, and further, the friction 
resistance between the two increases so there is the 
advantage that slippage does not occur easily, 
[0036] 

Further, according to the invention described in Claim 
2, an upper side protrusion portion* formed of the upper edge 
portion of the main wood-quality floor material piece is 
provided above the horizontal engaging protrusion portion of 
tha female engaging portion at a protrusion length that is 
sharter than that of the horizontal engaging protrusion 
poction, with a horizontal fitting groove formed between 
thsse upper and lower protrusion portions, while the tip 
upfcer portion of the horizontal engaging protrusion portion 
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oC the male engaging portion is notched in an L- shaped 
c rosE-sectional form so as to form a fitting stepped portion 
hiving a shape capable of fitting with the upper side 
protrusion portion and a horizontal protrusion portion 
hiving a form to which the horizontal fitting groove can be 
inserted and fit, so vertical movement is restricted by the 
neighboring floorboard fitting with the horizontal 
p:;otrusion portion and fitting groove , and further, the 
horizontal protrusion portion is elastically pressed upwards 
by the flexible, base material on the bottom surface side of 
tne fitting groove , so the engagement of both is carried out 
iit a sure manner, thus enabling precise floor installation. 
[C037] 

In addition, according to the invention described in 
c; aim 3 r regarding the above male-female engaging portion, 
tie female engaging portion is provided with an engaging 
gjxaove portion on the upper plane of the horizontal engaging 
protrusion portion so as to form a upwards-facing L-sbaped 
cj oss-sectional form, and the male engaging portion retains 
ai engaging protrusion portion capable with fitting with the 
ei gaging groove on the lower plane of the horizontal 
ex gaging protrusion portion thereof so as to form a 
dcwnwards-facing L-shaped cross-sectional- form, so vertical 
mcvement is restricted at one side edge plane where the 
tc ngue-and-groove is formed, and separation of the floor 
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material pieces one from another is prevented by the tongue- 
ai id-groove engaging portion formed at the other edge plane, 
ai d also the tongue-and-groove engaging portion only 
requires vertical fitting, and thus installation is easy. 
[I rief Description qf the Drawings] 

[rig- 1] Pig. 1 is a plan view of the floor material 
according to the present invention. 

[Jig- 2] Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view along 
line JT-Y therein. 

[lig. 3] Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view along 
line X-X therein. 

[Jig. 4] Fig/ 4 is a partial cross -sectional diagram 

> 

illustrating the engaged state of the tongue-and-groove. 
[lig- 5] Fig. 5 is a partial cross-sectional diagram 
illustrating the engaged state of the male-female engaging 
pert ion. 

(Big. 6] Fig. 6 is a cross-sectional view illustrating 

another embodiment of the present invention. 

[lig. 7] Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view illustrating yet 

another embodiment of the present invention. 

(Fig. 8] Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional view illustrating 

another embodiment of the male-female engaging portion. . 

[Fig. 9] Fig. 9 is a plan view illustrating a conventional 

example. 

[Fig. 10] Fig. 10 is an enlarged cross-sectional view along 
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line Y'-y therein - 

[irig. 11] Fig- 11 is an enlarged cross-sectional view along 
1 me X'-X f therein. 
[Reference Numerals] 

1 Main wood-quality floor material 

2 Flexible baae material 
4) S Tongue-and-groove 
€ Female engaging portion 
6d Horizontal engaging protrusion portion 
fid Engaging groove portion 
7 Male engaging portion 
W Horizontal engaging protrusion portion 
74 Engaging protrusion portion 
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